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JOY OF LEARNING

BACKGROUND

Normally workshops relating taEFA and in particular literacyfpcus on policies, projects, programmes and
how to implement them. Scholarly papers are read and impressive power point presentations made.
Sometimes training of teachers too attracts notice. Seldom however attention is paid to the learners and the
learning centres.

Thelearnersand how they are to be inspired involved and engaged at the learning centres escape attention.
This in spite of thefact that the output, product and bottom line of all policies, planning and funding is
Learners and the Quality of Learning.

The idea of this workshop came from Mr. Ichiro Miyazawa who was good enough to send a nofe nkK S W2 &

2T [SINYAYy3IEOD

There is a dénite need for alternate or different ways of doing thing® make learning attractiveinteresting
and realistically useful

All literacy programmes have to befunctional in that learners are enabbkto acquire and use the basic
human skills of reading, writing and elementary calculations along with new knowlkedad raised awareness
to becomemore confidert and competent and thus to ba part of the literate environment. And further to be
able to paticipate in community programmes and activities.

Some of the Significant Observations anééd®@mmendations emerging from workshops on

JOY OF LEARNINNEd at Lahore and Karachi:

1. Reading Material shoultNBf  §S G2 f SINYSNEQ AydiSNBadao

2. Lessons and ideaas far as possiblshould berelated to previous day l&arning

3. Literacy teachers should use literacy materials that stimulate as many senses as possible in order to

enhance chances of more durable learning in terms of Reading, Hearing, Seeing, Writing and
Performing.

4, ! RRNBaaAy3a fSINYSNEQ LINRPoOofSYaz Ay QI NAR2dza ol &a
inhibitions, physical conditions, conservative environment, family difficulties, distance from centre,
lack of relevance of reading contesto their lives, age factors.

Use of nultiple instructional techniques

Creating ariendly atmosphereat the centres. Learners should look to teachers as guide and friends.

Humour heIpinvenAup the learning procesdJse of funny storigs, riddles andles for insEance. A

t NRINIF YYSE &aK2dzZ R 0S o0daAfu o0 2y €SIFNYySNRQ

participatory approach so that learners are encouraged to play an active role in their learning.

9. Teachesto get to know each learner well to belale to cater to his/her needs and difficulties.

10. Hforts made to developliteracy environment at the centre by using audisual aids, posters and
2LIR2 NI dzy AGASE F2NJ RAaOdzaaAy3a € SIENYSNEQ O02YY2y

11. Adult learner should be encouraged tavork with their children to ensure that they go to schools
regularly and attend to homework etc.

12. There should be activities within and outside the learning centres which provide useful information
and enhance awareness about environment, household managemrights, religion, health and child

care. 2
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Proceedings

The Inaugural Session

The Workshop onHow to Enhance the Learning of Learners / Joyful Learmiras held on June 292009 at
Allama Igbal Open biversity Institute of Literacyand Mass Educationlt was inaugurated byProfessor Dr.
Mahmood-ul-Hassan ButtVice Chancellor AIOU.

Present on the occasion wer#lr. Ichiro Miyazawa Education Specialist UNESCr, Zafar Igbal Director
Institute of Literacy & Mass EducatioriMr. Sajjad Haider, Project Wing, Federal Ministry of Educatitr,
Igbal-ur-Rehman, Director Education NCHDx. ljaz Ahmad, Mr. Ahsan Baseer, Ms Razia Abbas, Ms Mahnaz
Ansar Khan, Country Director, Dhaka Asania Mission Pakistan, Mr. Jawad Ali ShalrepfeBentatives of
leading NGOsggeachers, students oflifferent Universities Mr. Inayatullah, President PACADE aik. Sophia
Malik coordinator of the Wrkshop.

A list of participantsis at Appendix B.
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Mr. Inayatullah welcomed Vice ChancelloProfessor Dr. Mahmoodil-Hassan Buttand thanked him for
finding time to inaugurate the workshop. He also welcomédr. Ichiro Miyazawa, Dr. Zafar Igbal, Mr. Sajjad

Haider, Mr. Igbalur-Rehman, Dr. ljaz Ahmad, Mr. Ahsan Baseer, MgiRa&bbas, Ms Mahnaz Ansar Khan, Mr.
Jawad Ali Shah, representatives lefading NGOsgeachers, students of different Universities

He thanked UNESCO and the Director Zafar Igbalfor helping organize the =
workshop at the Institute of Literacy & MassEducationa] Allama Igbal Open
University,Islamabad.

He spelt out the purpose of the workshop on the theme of Joy of Learning did t i : g e 4
workshop, he said was focused on the learnemsd teacherd YR K2 ¢ LINRP3INIJ YYSa O2dzZ R
knowledge, sils and life experiences. And how a participatory approach followed so that both teachers and
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Mr. Ichiro Miyazawa, Education Specialist UNESCO

Mr. Miyazawa expressed his happiness at the dinlg of the workshop. He was of the view that our learning
can becomelearning can be much more intensive, deeper, wider and more sustainable when we are
interested. It seems to me that this could be a universal rule which we all know from our life expegs.

Good facilitators help you learn and improvekills and attitudes are as important as
knowledge. A good facilitator is ready to learn together as one of learners rather thalfly
being an authoritarian who pretends to know everything. If the facilitatorods not
enjoy its facilitation, the quality learning can not be expected. | would like to stress t
out from my experience as a teacher.




He emphasized the importance of mutual respethe role of the teachers aone who inspires and makes
learning anenjoyable experience.

Dr. Zafar Igbal, Director ILME, Allama Igbal Open Universitylslamabad

Dr. Zafar Igbalappreciated the initiative taken by PACADE to hold the workshop on an important subject. He
welcomed the participants on behalf ofAllama Igbal @en University Institute of Literacy and Mass
Education

Literacy leads to learning and empowers learners. The progress of a country larg
depends on the literate population. Therefore, there is an urgent need for Pakistan f‘”
increase a number of literte people

He was happy that a workshop was being held onh&me that generally was ignored in literacy centres\Ve
need new ways of teaching and learning in literacy centrée said. He regretted that teachers performed
their functions in a raitine manner and did little torouse interest in learning amongsstudents or inspire
them to take their studiesjoyfully.

Ms Mehnaz Ansar Khan, Country Director Dhaka Asania Missitstamabad

Firstly, she thanked PACADE which provided an opportunity her to attend an important workshop.She
introduced K SNJ 2 NHI YA &l (A 2afed d8omé @pefedeesifdc&anunring &lult¥dtale literacy
centres.

Besides the need for motivated teachers, it is important that the reading material !
related to the life of the learners.

Professor Dr. Mahmoodul-Hassan Butt, V& Allama Igbal Open :
University, Islamabad

The Vice Chancellor appreciated PACAQMENESCO initiativén organizing the workshopon an important
subject and hoped that it woulccome up with useful ideas and suggestion. Heferred to the valuable work
done by the AIOU Institute of Literacy and Mass Education. He was unhappy at the

efforts to achievethe national targets.

He appreciated the contributions made by Mr. Inayatullah for the promotion of
literacy in Pakistan



WORKING SESSION 1




This session was echaired by Dr. Zafar Igbal and Mr. Inayatullah

A number of presentationsvere made:

Presentation byMr. ljaz Ahmad

Mr ljaz Ahmad narratedall the important factors that must be taken into consideration while deciding which
innovative approaches should be used to enhantee learning of learners. The followindgactors should
remain in focus before undertaking a program, during a program and after the

program:

1 Who are our illiterates? Generally most of them are females.
1 They are not free. What do they do? They are busy with work and do not ha
the time for clesses.

The strategy used must ensutbat the program is joyful andts contents inspire the learners to come to the

center. Thereading material should beNB f S@F y i (2 ({ KSThé rBatendl/sBdul be daliyeied NS & (
effectively. Thereforethe chaice of trainerand how trainingincludes use of learning aids is important.

¢CKS AGN}YGS3e dzaSR Ydzad Ffaz2 FRRNBXaa Kz2g (G2 NBOGFAYy (
The material used and the trainer must be a source of counselingtierlearners who must be guided on how

to utilize their learning experience in their practical life.

Presentation byMr. Jawad Ali Shah

Mr. Jawad Ali Shah shared his experienagditeracy centers in NWFP. He covered various elements of the
centers:

Diverse Backgrounds of Learners

He explained the general age range of learners varies from 9 to 39der people also alloweds well. The
latter have rich backgrounds comprising of valuable experieagelated to their lives, landshops Hence the
center has learners from diverse circumstances and personal histories. Often the instructor is younger and not
qualified. Handlings adults is thus more difficult as compared to handling children.

[SINYSNEQ /2y@SyASyOS

Most of the learners are autonomouand selfdirected. The timings of classes must b
FfA3JYySR 6A0K f SHAhHed BuEbSexiBidyyl@8nsk Baye(p®blems _
such as sudden deaths. Classes sometimes have to be rescheduled.

¢S OKSNDE / K2A0S 2F /2ydasSyi

Learners must be freeat direct themselves. Unlike children, it is not easy to satisfy them. The learners should
be allowed to work on topics of their interest. For instance, if someone wants to or is running a shop, he must
be provided with material thatcovers better ways torun a shop.

The conservative and religious nature of society (wipecial reference to NWFP) often has to be



FOO2YY2RI (SRO ¢s8yide FAPS LIBNDSYyd 2F 99cQa OSydSNE
OfFaasSa Ay Y2 al-¥iSMNtdre agouifficulti ts Banage. Materia@ used is focused on simple

topics such as calculations, basic, social and functional literaitit supplementary content on first aid, @alth

and Clean Drinking Water. Because many elders exhibit resistance towaiwsileg from younger teachers,
G2LIAOCE &adzOK & GOFKFENFE 2N GNIyatlFdAzy 2F vdiNIyYy ¢
mentioned.

Mr. Shah concluded his presentation with an emphasis on the need for monitoring of centers. The centers
must be vih 0 SR NB3IdzZ F NI 83X LlzyOlidzr t AGe Ydzad o6S YIFAyGalAy
monitored.

Presentation byMr. Igbal-ur-Rehman

Mr. Igbalur-Rehman made a comprehensive powppint presentation covering important topics including

but not limited to issues in social mobilization, reasons for high drop out rates and quality issues. Possible
solutions identified included the making of a literacy calendar that accommodated spdoial activities such

as harvesting. He also highlightatie need for ateam consisting ofa language expert, literacy professional,
adult psychologist and revieweat the planning stage and also for periodical review.

Mr. Igbalur-Rehman pointed out two more important needs:

to listen to the learners.
1 A family literacy approach must be incorporated when planning a program. It should involve one
literate family member teaching otkr family members.

Mr. Igbalur-Relman highlighted some points as thow a literacy centre could be converted into a learning
centre as follows:

Extra Curricular Activitieshould be organisedh the Literacy Centers.
CGeneral dscussionn subjects ointerest to the learners.

Develop a habit of ewspaper reading.

Use of locally évelopedmaterials.

It is essential that €acher has amnderstanding ofthe Learners.
Promotion of Learners Centered Activity Based Learning Approach.
Linking Literacy with Bst Literacy and Continuing Education.
Comprehensive teachers training program.

Monitoring System must support Learners Friendly Literacy Centers.
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Presentation byProfessor Razia Abbas

Professor Rdaa Abbas emphasizethe importance of prioritizing literacy pograms for females. Shelentified
the need for innovative techniques for teaching math. She felt currently math teaching
skills were extremely poor and requirefimprovement. Learners and &35
even students in schoolsR 2 y Q (isiderO B yan interesting subject. Tey feel §




bored in the class. There is no attractioior teachers to perform better. Tiere is need to improve andliscus
the new methods to teach mathematics.

Presentation byMr. Bilal Aziz

Mr. Bilal Aziz chose to spend his time on emphasizing the importance of rural mapping. Because rural
mapping involves community members discovering their own needs and identities through an exploratory
process of their backgrounds, histories, geographical agghe explained it has a noticeable impact on the
social mobilization results and community involvement. This in turn has positive effecﬁ S
on the outcomes ofthe programs. The environmentfor imparting literacy matters. @ A d
Literacy managers and teachers chanefit from such information. é’
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Presentation byMr. Asaf NawazPhd. Student

Mr. Asaf Nawaz felt that the duration of teachérfiaining and the literacy progremmes was too short. He
LRAYGSR 2dzi (2 GKS ySSR ¥F2N L) ddayieds démand hwoind generatio? £ S |
programmes or health related programmes. He also felt teachers should encourage registering deserving
learners and integrate their needs. Otherwise we will be faced with the usual scenario of fake registrations in
which learners have been forced to register in the programes. He also identified the need for establishing
libraries with material from resourceful institutions such as Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU), National
Agriculture Resource Council (NARC) and Dawwahdemy. A Pacade-U;

He made some points from his research study in the field of Literacy and NFE:

1 Majority of the teachers did not teat the learners respectfullyThey neither
encouraged the learners nor they motivated them for learning.

9 Fake registration of the larners was common practice in adult literacy and the main reason was
compulsion from the organization to register not less than B&arners.

1 Majority of the teachers did not pay individual attention to the learnedue to limited space available
in literacy centres and irregularity of the learners in arriving at the centres.

1 Most of the teachers did not spend specified time in the centres due to early departure of the
learners.

1 Mostly teachers did not check the class worktbie learners properly and askther fellows learners to
check work of one another. The learnessipported their relatives and friends in the class.

1 The duration of teachers training was insufficient to make the téaes professionally strong and
anagogicabspects were missing.

1 To mostof the learners, the timing of the literacy cts was not appropriate.

Presentation byMs Nighat Farooq

In her presentation ke madethe following major points were given below:



Basic Functional Education Programmes (BFEP) was started in 1985. Initially dpragct named as

Functional Edication Project for Rural Aread~EPRA) funded by ODlAwasresearch project.
il

In this approach there waso face to face instruction byrained teachers.

The courses wereresented to groups of 125 learners in their villages using
simple, low cost media.

Within each learning group, one ofstmembers acteds group leader, whose tasks include
convering study meetings and presentingpurse materials.

To develop avorkable strategy for the education oflliterate/semi literate of rural masses.
After three years, an innovative strategy was developedpass on informatiorthrough
non-broadcast media.

The programmewas designed tdelp the rural masses to learn and put into practice things which will
be of functional use in their everyday life for the improvement of their economic condition, general
health, social conditions and standard of living.

The aimwas toimplement a strateyy appropriate to rural areas which can be replicated and extended
to different main cultural regionsas well aseducationally deprived areas.

To collaborate with Government and ne@overnment agencies concerned with rural development
and act as a resourceentre for other organizations.



Group Recommendations& Observations
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Group |

1. Use audio visual aids

2. Multiple instructional techniques

3. Friendly atmosphere

4. Use of humour to liven up the learning process

5.1 01 y26ft SRIASntriblidndNy S NE Q

6. Required skills of literacy needet be realistic.

7. Supplementary material should be prepared and used.

8. More of life kills need to be imparted

9. Guidelines for learners for use of material need to be developed as very few useful oneavaitable.

10.¢dzyAy3d GKS LINEPndEdNd Y (2 fSIFNYSNBRQ

Group I
1.

2.

8.
9.

Imparting literacyin a manner that both learners and teachers enjoy the time spent in the classes.
Integrating the teaching of reading and writing

Holding classesiia better-environment

University as volunteers

Giving credit to University students for literacy}
work

Learning results from stimulation of senses. In some people, one sense is used more than others
to learn or recall information.

Our teachers shouldhave to present materials that stimulate as many sensespassible in order
to ensuremore of joyful learning.

Multiple instructional techniques

Friendly atmosphere

10. Humourous touch

1.0 O1y26ft SRIS f SINYSNEQ O2yiNROdziAZ2Y
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GENERAL DISCUSSION

Discussions

12
During the general discussion participants identifiedhe most crucial factors that impact joyful learning to



be:

Utilizing an Integrated Approach

Poverty Income Generation Content

Goal Oriented; Relevance Oriented
Participatory Approach

Low Cost/No Cost Material

Needbased Material

Teaching of Math based on Joyful Learning
Student Teacher Relationship

Contents of Learning
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Mr. AhsanBasirfelt that the points above could be addressed if quality of teacher training improves ensuring
acquisition ofskillst y R G Sl OKSNAR 0S3Ay G2 S lirGheir drefs of intasdstare 0 K I
improved. He also stressethe need for incorporating use of audigisual aids to make learningnteresting.

Mr. Noor-ul Hassansaid that training must be donerepeatedly. He suggested thabrganizationsshould

'8 ] < N i o ¥ >
coordinate with each otheran‘dArun workshops once a montHlraining acccl)rding to him thatteachers bea
role model and practices whashe/ he preaches. Most participants agreed that joyful learning can only be
ensured if the teachers arenotivated, well equipped with relevant knowledge and skills, and are able to plan
and conduct the program effectivelyThe training of teachersshould includeways of making learning
interesting and useful. Methodologies should include learners participation, activity based exercises and
discussion of problems faced by the learners. The primers should be supplemented with locally produced
material. Participants underscored the need for a qualitative improvement along with increasing the literacy
centres.

Students Contribution:

1. They were keen to be involved in Iiteraé?promotion activities.



